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A TIME FOR REVERENCE 


At Baltimore National Cemetery, Edward Schmedes, 84, of Bel Air, visits the grave of his father, ISG Peter A. Schmedes, 
with his great-granddaughter Grace Schmedes, 4, also of Bel Air, and other family members on Memorial Day weekend. 
He recalled that his father served in the Philippines during the Spanish-American War, as well as in World War I. 


These veterans 
survived wars, 
died of virus 


Families struggle for way 
to honor heroes on holiday 


BY R.J. RICO 
Associated Press 


ATLANTA — One was a 94-year-old 
veteran of World War II who was the first 
of his 1 brothers to enlist in the military. 
One was a Vietnam veteran who lost his leg 
overseas and was always touched when 
people thanked him for his service. 
Another was drafted into the military at 18 
and received a Purple Heart. 

They are among the untold number of 
veterans who served and survived during 
times of war only to die from the 
coronavirus. 

This year’s Memorial Day will pay 
tribute not only to those who died on the 
battlefield but more recent fallen soldiers. 
And in a reminder of the way coronavirus 


k 


has transformed American lives and tradi- 
tions, many of the usual Memorial Day 
gatherings have been either canceled or 
curtailed — mindful of the pandemic that 
has killed nearly 100,000 people in the 
country. 

Its making the situation even more 


CORONAVIRUS IN MARYLAND 


Baltimore area swimming pools 
remain closed as summer arrives 


By MIKE KLINGAMAN 


Memorial Day weekend is usually a time 
to go to the pool, do cannonballs, dunk 
siblings, down hot dogs and dive into 
summer with a goose bump or two. But the 
pandemic has thrown cold water on the 
norm, shuttering community pools and 
swim clubs while the state mulls their fate 
for 2020. 

“We have about a million gallons of 
water just waiting in our six pools here,” 
said Matt Musgrove, CEO of the Padonia 
Park Club in Cockeysville. “It’s clear water; 
still water.” Lakes placid, if you will. 

“It’s our 60th anniversary; we were 
supposed to have fireworks this weekend,” 
said Musgrove, whose club has close to 
4,000 members. “We’re at the mercy of 
regulations, but we’re doing our best to be 
ready to open and give everyone the best 
summer we can.” 

Municipal pools are hung up, too. At 
least one city, Westminster, has pre- 
emptively declared it will not operate this 
season. Baltimore’s city-run pools typically 


MORE COVERAGE 


E The Memorial Day weekend marking the 
unofficial start of summer in the U.S. 
means big crowds at beaches and 
warnings from experts about people 
disregarding the coronavirus 
social-distancing rules and risking a 
resurgence of the scourge that has killed 
nearly 100,000 Americans. NEWS PG 4 

E Maryland’s total coronavirus case count 
increases by 818 as hospitalizations 
continue decreasing. NEWS PG 2 


serve tens of thousands of residents every 
summer; officials there are still determin- 
ing procedures for reopening pools, once 
the state gives its OK. 

The state’s start date has yet to be 
determined. 

“The Maryland Department of Health is 
working on guidance related to opening 
pools ... that are consistent with the phase 
one [re]opening,” said Charles Gischlar, 
See POOLS, page 10 


MARY ALTAFFER/AP 
Florence Hopp holds the hat her husband, Robert, wore every day as J.J. Brania-Hopp 
shows the U.S. flag the military presented them after his stepfather’s death last month. 


painful for the relatives of those veterans 
who have died from the virus. 

Robert Hopp was one of 79 residents of 
a veterans home in Paramus, New Jersey, 
to die from COVID4-19, making the state- 
run facility one of the nation’s worst hot 
See STRUGGLE, page 10 


Slight 
| easing 
of city 
violence 


Police are closing 
more cases, but 
outbursts occur 


By JUSTIN FENTON 


As the Memorial Day weekend has 
begun, gun violence in Baltimore is 
down, homicides are slightly off last 
year’s torrid pace and police are closing 
more cases, an apparent benefit of 
having more detectives on the street 
and, they say, better communication 
between units. 

Neither data point is cause for 
celebration: The number of people 
killed last year was a per capita record, 
and the homicide unit is still closing less 
than half of its cases. There hasn’t been 
an arrest in any of the 26 homicides so 
far this month, including four Sunday. 

A look at police department data on 
shootings and interviews with detect- 
ives and officers show the coronavirus 
that has closed businesses, canceled 
events and forced residents to stay 
inside has been suppressing burglaries, 
assaults and other crimes. Property 
crime is down by nearly 25%. 

As of Friday morning, nonfatal shoot- 
ings were down more than 15% com- 
pared with this time last year — from 
257 to 213. Homicides are essentially 
flat, down 4% as of Friday, with 110 
people killed this year compared with 
15 killings at this time last year. 

“T would say that I probably expected 
violence to subside a little bit more than 
it has,” said Maj. Steve Hohman, who 
commands the Baltimore Police homi- 
cide and citywide robbery sections, 
See GUNS, page 6 


“I would say that I 
probably expected 
violence to subside a 
little bit more than it 
has. It has ... ebbed and 
flowed: some really good 
weeks and other weeks 
that arent so good.” 


Police Maj. Steve Hohman 
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FOR BALTIMORE MAYOR 2020 


Vote Independent 
in the November Election. 


Proven Leadership 
Creating Jobs. 
Integrity. Results. 


Bob Wallace is the change 
Baltimore needs now more than ever 
to move our city forward. 


Paid for by the Robert Wallace for Mayor Committee, 
Antony Gross, Treasurer. 


www.WallaceforMayor.com 
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